B. Ropė: informing MEPs annually chops down 1323 trees
Worrying environmental facts were found as a result of survey on incoming correspondence of the Members of European Parliament: Bronis Ropė, MEP indicates. Mr. Ropė, a MEP form Lithuanian Peasant and Greens party, notes worrying fact about still widespread use of outdated technologies, causing significant waste of water and lumber as well as increasing environmental pollution.

"At the end of the last year we have estimated that monthly in only my mailbox 8.9 kilograms of correspondence was found. In fact only about 600 grams of it was important. Unfortunately the main share of consisted of booklets, presentations of various organisations, free newspapers and magazines. Therefore a question arises - why it all could not have been sent by email?" - Mr. Ropė, member of European Parliament Greens/EFA group, is asking.

After simple calculation it becomes obvious that all current 751 MEPs receive about 6.68 tonnes of monthly correspondence. Industrial research shows that producing 1 tonne of office paper consumes on average 24 trees, the same quantity of newsprint paper - 12 trees. In our own research we had more or less similar quantities of newspapers and other materials, therefore an average was taken - 1 tonne of paper was estimated to be made out of 18 trees. This results in estimation that production of incoming correspondence for all MEPs monthly requires 120 trees. During 11 annual working months of the EP (August is omitted, as during it the EP has no meetings) it takes to chop down 1323 trees.

"However, it is not only lumber what it takes for paper production. Production of one tone of paper also requires 24 400 litres of water. It is easy to calculate that for production of the incoming MEPs correspondence during 11 working months requires about 1.8 million litres or 1800 cubic meters of water are used. Well, I am even hesitant to say "used" - a word "wasted" here would be more appropriate", - B. Ropė notes.
Lithuanian MEP underlines, that effective usage of natural resources remains one of the key challenges for the Europe. Our continent still remains stuck with the excessive usage of old technologies, like reliance on paper-based communication, which, as a side effect, causes enormous CO2 emissions, thus further strengthening climate change 
"It is also very easy to estimate the approximate amount of CO2, emitted in order to fill in our mailboxes at the European Parliament. On average, producing one tone of paper also causes 1.36 tonne of CO2. Therefore while producing paper for all MEPs incoming mail, received during 11 working months, about 9 tonnes of CO2 are emitted. It would take to drive 34.5 thousand kilometres on an average family car in order to generate this amount of CO2", - Mr. Ropė keeps on listing shocking numbers.
Bronis Ropė notices that the type of incoming mail does not depend from the EP. However, the EP has great possibility to make its input for a change, namely by urging senders to use other, less resource demanding means, like electronic  media.

