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Written declaration, under Rule 136 of Parliament's Rules of Procedure, on gambling addiction

1.
Gambling addiction, the incidence of which is rising sharply among young people, is a dangerous addiction that must be treated as a public health problem.
2.
Despite being aware of the dangers, those affected are simply unable to stop themselves gambling and, as a result, experience psychological and financial problems and difficulties in both personal and professional relationships and run the risk of losing their jobs, all of which can cause havoc with their private lives.
3.
This problem, which is becoming increasingly widespread in the Member States, is being exacerbated by the related problem of internet dependency, by the increasing number of online gambling applications that may be accessed on computers and smartphones, meaning that people no longer have to go to a gaming room in order to gamble, by the ever-wider availability of slot machines, by illegal gambling and by the increasingly symbiotic relationship between legal and illegal gambling, both of which pose an equally serious public health risk.
4.
Although responsibility for providing assistance in this area lies with the Member States, the Commission and Council are asked to support the Member States in promoting campaigns to educate people about the dangers of gambling and in stepping up action to combat illegal gambling and protect addicts and vulnerable sections of the population. 
5.
This declaration, together with the names of the signatories, is forwarded to the Council and the Commission.
� Under Rule 136(4) and (5) of Parliament’s Rules of Procedure, where a declaration is signed by a majority of Parliament’s component Members, it is published in the minutes with the names of its signatories and forwarded to the addressees, without however binding Parliament.
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